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Introduction

Dobrogea is a tourist destination that seamlessly integrates culture, history, and nature. This
guide aims to navigate you through eco-tourism routes, advocating for sustainable tourism
that honors both the environment and local communities. Eco-tourism represents a form of
responsible travel that prioritizes biodiversity conservation, the active engagement of local
residents, and respect for their cultural heritage and traditions.

In this region, where nature remains pristine and traditions are meticulously upheld, eco-
tourism provides an authentic experience that seeks to safeguard the landscape while
fostering the economic development of local communities. We encourage you to discover
Dobrogea with a commitment to environmental stewardship, adhering to the principles of eco-
tourism that are essential for the preservation of this unique area.

This guide emphasizes:

Safeguarding the natural and cultural heritage of Dobrogea;

Supporting local communities by leveraging unique traditions and products;
Advocating for sustainable tourism to minimize environmental impact.

Why choose eco-tourism?

Eco-tourism offers an opportunity to reconnect with nature in a genuine and sustainable
manner. By selecting the routes outlined in this guide, you will have the chance to engage with:
Natural landscapes of exceptional beauty: hills, forests, and untamed expanses along the
banks of the Danube;

Local traditions and gastronomy, meticulously maintained by the Dobrogea communities;
Historical and cultural sites that narrate the stories of the civilizations that thrived in these
regions.

The Youth Vision for Society Association, originating from Dobrogea, aims to provide this guide
as a valuable resource for conscientious travelers. Each route is crafted to merge the pleasure
of discovery with a commitment to environmental stewardship and tangible support for small
local enterprises.

We encourage you to explore the Danube Road with light steps, an open heart, and a deep
respect for the places and individuals who will accompany you on this journey. Every
responsible choice matters!




Ecotourism, often referred to as ecological tourism or
sustainable tourism, denotes a form of tourism that is
both socially and ecologically responsible, prioritizing
environmental conservation and the engagement of
local communities.

The primary objective of eco-tourism is to foster
tourism in a sustainable manner, reducing adverse
effects on the environment while supporting the
economic and social advancement of local
communities.

Ecotourism destinations encompass nature reserves,
national parks, protected areas, rural communities, and
other regions of significant ecological and cultural
importance. Activities associated with ecotourism may
involve observing and studying biodiversity, hiking,
guided tours, volunteering in conservation initiatives,
and other pursuits that offer an authentic and
responsible engagement with nature and local
communities.

Ecotourism represents a conscientious travel philosophy
that fosters environmental preservation, engages local
communities, and honors their cultural heritage.
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Principles of ecotourism

| Environmental preservation

Ecotourism emphasizes the safeguarding and
preservation of ecosystems and biodiversity. It
advocates for tourism practices that mitigate
pollution, decrease the consumption of
natural resources, and safeguard natural
habitats.

Education and awareness

Ecotourism emphasizes the education of
tourists and local communities regarding
the significance  of
environment as well as natural and cultural
heritage. Its objective is to enhance
awareness and engagement in  the
protection of local resources and cultures.

preserving  the

Advantages for local
communities

Ecotourism seeks to engage and empower
local communities, enabling them to reap the
benefits of tourism through income generation,
job creation, and the enhancement of local
infrastructure. Collaboration with indigenous
communities and the respect for their rights
are also vital components of ecotourism.

Cultural
heritage

Ecotourism

in  respectful
communities.

fosters
preservation of local cultures, traditions, and
heritage. Tourists are encouraged to explore
local customs and lifestyles while engaging

respect for and

interactions  with  host
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This guide offers insights and recommendations
for planning your travels in a responsible and
sustainable manner, honoring the environment
and supporting the well-being of local
communities. Explore how you can enjoy a
memorable eco-tourism experience, in harmony
with nature and local culture.

SELECT ECO-TOURISM DESTINATIONS.

Choose destinations that encourage environmental conservation
and responsible engagement with local communities. Seek out
nature reserves, national parks, and protected areas, where you can
explore the abundance of biodiversity and the splendor of natural
landscapes.

2. EDUCATE YOURSELF AND MAKE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS.

Before embarking on an eco-tourism journey, familiarize yourself
with the destination, including its flora, fauna, and local culture.
Understand the regulations and policies regarding environmental
conservation in the region, as well as the customs and traditions of
the local communities. This knowledge will enhance your
understanding and appreciation of the environment and culture you
are exploring.

3. HONOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Be a conscientious traveler and honor the environment. Leave no
trace in nature and refrain from disturbing wildlife. Avoid the use of
disposable products and minimize waste production. Recycle and
utilize natural resources judiciously.

4. FOSTER LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Engage constructively with local communities and bolster the local
economy. Opt for accommodations and dining establishments
operated by locals, and purchase souvenirs and traditional goods
from small local artisans. Honor local traditions and customs, and
interact with individuals in a respectful and open manner.

5. EMBRACE SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL

Choose environmentally sustainable modes of transportation, such
as public transit or cycling. If personal transportation is necessary,
select electric or hybrid vehicles and refrain from unnecessary
journeys. Strategically plan your routes to reduce the frequency of
trips and maximize time spent in nature.

6. ENGAGE IN VOLUNTEER WORK AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES.

Engage in volunteer initiatives focused on conservation and
sustainable development projects.




SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL PATHWAYS

» Barwbe Quenue -

This guide offers insights and recommendations for engaging in sustainable tourism
along cultural routes that trace the course of the Danube in Constanta County.

Through these routes, you will uncover the region's nature, history, and culture. To
fully appreciate the beauty of these areas, it is essential to respect the environment.
It is also advisable to travel in small groups and to consult the available tourist
information prior to departure. By adhering to these recommendations, you will
enjoy an authentic and responsible experience while exploring the cultural routes
along the Danube in Constanta County.
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Route |l Cernavoda - Route Il Harsova -
Topalu Ghindaresti

Route lll Rasova - Route IV Adamclisi -
Lipnita lzvoarele



THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF ECO-TOURISM
ALONG THE DANUBE
ROAD ROUTES

The Danube, the second longest river in Europe, serves as a vital source of life and biodiversity, holding
exceptional significance for Romania and the entire Dobrogea region. The four cultural routes outlined in
this guide traverse some of the most well-preserved natural areas in Dobrogea, encompassing nature
reserves, protected habitats, and distinctive landscapes.

Why is ecotourism significant?

Conservation of nature and biodiversity

Natural areas in Dobrogea, including the Danube Banks, the Macin Mountains, and the Danube
Delta, are home to rare species of flora and fauna. Adhering to the principles of eco-tourism aids in
safeguarding delicate habitats and maintaining the natural equilibrium.

Environmental stewardship

Dobrogea, characterized by its diverse geography, encompasses wild meadows, limestone hills, oak
forests, and abundant wetlands. The Danube River serves as a valuable yet vulnerable resource,
susceptible to pollution and human activities. Responsible tourism mitigates the adverse effects on
these ecosystems.

Supporting local communities.

Eco-tourism fosters the growth of small local enterprises, including artisan producers,
guesthouses, restaurants, and culinary establishments. By making responsible choices, we
contribute to the local economy and uphold the traditions of Dobrogea.

Education and awareness

The proposed routes present an opportunity to explore the harmonious relationship between
humanity and nature, emphasizing the significance of resource conservation and the natural
heritage that must be safeguarded for future generations.




DOBROGEA: THE HARMONY
OF NATURE AND CULTURE

Dobrogea, a region rich in history and characterized by a diverse natural landscape, provides visitors with a
profound understanding of the interplay between nature and culture. Geographically, Dobrogea is a distinctive
area. The terrain is primarily composed of low plateaus and gentle hills, such as the South Dobrogea Plateau
and the Casimca Hills, interspersed with deep valleys and rivers. In the southern regions, one can discover
breathtaking canyons like Canaraua Fetei, a wild and unparalleled site in the country, shaped by the erosion of
limestone over millennia. This area not only boasts an impressive natural landscape but also serves as a
sanctuary for rare species of birds and plants, being designated as part of protected natural areas. Pollution
and unchecked human activities pose a threat to this fragile habitat, jeopardizing the ecological balance.

The Danube, which delineates the western boundary of Dobrogea, represents another essential natural
resource. Along the routes traversing localities such as Rasova, Harsova, and Izvoarele, visitors can appreciate
landscapes characterized by tranquil waters, meadow forests, and reedbeds that support a remarkable array of
fauna. This region constitutes a crucial segment of the ecological corridor linking the Danube Delta to various
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. Pollution of the water with waste or chemicals would have catastrophic
consequences for biodiversity, impacting not only the natural environment but also the local communities reliant
on the Danube for fishing and agriculture.

In addition to its natural landscape, Dobrogea is characterized by a rich cultural heritage. The routes feature
ancient fortresses such as Harsova and Ulmetum, which serve as testaments to the civilizations that have
inhabited these lands over time. These historical ruins reflect a past in which Dobrogea was a site of cultural
confluence, where Greeks, Romans, and indigenous populations established thriving communities. Regrettably,
neglect of these monuments may result in their irreversible degradation. Consequently, safeguarding historical
heritage is as crucial as preserving nature, as these sites shape the cultural identity of the region.

Protecting the environment is therefore an essential responsibility. Each path traversed in Dobrogea signifies a
journey into a delicate ecosystem, where any form of pollution—whether it be water, soil, or air—exerts direct
consequences on nature and local communities. Disposing of waste in undeveloped areas, damaging
vegetation, or vandalizing historical sites only diminishes a region with significant potential. Respect for nature
and culture entails not only protection but also the appreciation of a heritage that provides us with identity and
continuity.




CONSERVED
NATURAL
REGIONS




0 5 10km

Drumul Dunérii
*Arii protejate-RONPA*

LEGENDA
rRoONP4 [ 0876

B o017 I 0877

I 0368 [ 0878

B 0369 I 0879

B o371 I 0880

B 0372 [ oss!

B 0373 I 0940

B 0374 [ Limite

I 0379 = Dunirea

B 0380 = Rutd culturals 1
B 0382 Rutd culturals 2
B 0384 = Rutd culturals 3
B 0386 = Rutd culturald 4

B 0875




Drumul Dundrii
*Arii protejate-RORMS*

LEGENDA
RORMS

B 0002

[ o016

[ 0017

B 0019

[ Limite

— Dundrea
f—— Rutd culturald 1
Rutd culturald 2
e RULS culturald 3

m— Rutd culturald 4




0 5 10km

Drumul Dundrii
*Arii protejate-ROSCI*

LEGENDA
rRoscy I 0340




@ Drumul Dunérii
*Arii protejate-ROSPA*




PRINCIPLES OF ECO-TOURISM
IMPLEMENTED ALONG THE
PROPOSED ROUTES

Preserve nature in its original state.
In natural areas and reserves along the trails, it is imperative to adhere to the principle of leaving no
trace: refrain from littering, avoid removing plants or stones, and do not disturb the wildlife.

Minimize ecological footprint
Utilize designated trails, steer clear of sensitive regions, and opt for environmentally sustainable
modes of transportation, such as hiking, cycling, or public transit.

Honor the tranquility and biodiversity.
The regions along the banks of the Danube host a unique biodiversity, including migratory birds, as
well as rare flora and fauna. Kindly maintain silence and refrain from disrupting the natural habitats.

Support local communities
Select local guesthouses and restaurants, engage in cultural events, and purchase artisanal
products from small producers in Dobrogea.

Utilize resources judiciously.
Utilize water judiciously, minimize food waste, and decrease reliance on single-use plastics. Each
small action contributes to the preservation of the environment.

.,







5 FUNDAMENTAL ACTIONS FOR ECOTOURISM
ALONG THE DANUBE ROAD ROUTES

O

Minimize, Repurpose, Reprocess

Minimize waste disposal. Adhere to the
Three Rs to preserve natural resources and

reduce landfill usage.

Purchase locally

Purchase from local producers and minimize
plastic usage. Bring your own nets crafted from
eco-friendly materials.

S

Utilize the bicycle.

Protect the air quality by minimizing car
usage. The routes can be conveniently
traversed by bicycle. Engaging in sports also
promotes health.

Preserve water

The less water you consume, the
reduced runoff and wastewater
that ultimately reaches the ocean.

Do not dispose of in nature.

Please refrain from disposing of your
waste in the locations you visit. Utilize
bags to gather used packaging or bottles.




RECYCLING COLLECTION LOCATIONS
ALONG CULTURAL ROUTES

To foster responsible tourism and environmental stewardship, we have provided a list of recycling
collection points along the four routes in the guide. We urge you to actively participate in preserving
nature during your journey.

Route 1: Cernavoda - Topalu
Cernavoda - 17 collection sites:
Liliacului Street, Block D

Salciei Street, Block E4

Port Street 9

Ovidiu Street 3

Canal Street 2 and 5

22 Anghel Saligny Street (entrance from Nicolae Titulescu Street)
Mihai Eminescu Street, O-R Block
Union Street, Block M

Seimeni Street, Block H

Dacia Street 5

Cazarmii Street no. 1 and block E17
Medgidiei Street 1, DN223C, and No. 5
Energiei Street, Block C

9 May Street 5

Panait Cerna Street, Block B

Topalu - three collection points:

194 Rose Street

Dinu and Sevasta Vintila Street, No. 363A
Alunis Street, No. 565

Route 3: Harsova - Ghindaresti
Harsova - two collection points:
Constantei Street 1C

25 Rasim Street

Tourist Recommendations

Identify recycling collection points in the area you are visiting and utilize them for packaging and
waste disposal.

Minimize your plastic consumption and choose reusable alternatives.

Contribute to maintaining cleanliness in all the places you visit—every action matters!

A beautiful route is a revered route!
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