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Foreword

There are names that have been reduced, over time, to a single landmark. In the
case of Anghel Saligny, that landmark became the Cernavoda bridge - an
engineering masterpiece about which much has been written, but which risks
overshadowing a much larger, more nuanced and more deeply connected work to
Romania's modernization process.

The Anghel Saligny — Beyond the Bridge project aims to overcome this limiting
perspective and bring to the forefront the extensive dimension of his contribution:
from the silos and port infrastructure of Constanta, to factories, docks,
warehouses and innovative technical solutions that fundamentally changed the
relationship between territory, economy and engineering. We are not talking just
about constructions, but about a coherent vision of development, about rigor,
experiment, courage and professional responsibility.

This booklet functions as an introduction to the extensive research carried out
within the project and as a guide through Saligny's technical and intellectual
universe. It offers the reader an accessible yet faithfully documented foray into the
context of the era and the logic behind his great achievements, whetting the
appetite for in-depth exploration of the complete research materials.

The project is co-financed by the Order of Architects of Romania, through the
architectural stamp, and implemented by the Youth Vision for Society Association,
through an interdisciplinary team that brings together expertise in research,
heritage, communication and visual interpretation. Through this endeavor, we
want to bring into the contemporary world not only the figure of a great engineer,
but an entire culture of construction and responsibility towards the built space.

This brochure is an invitation to rediscover Anghel Saligny, but also to a Romania
that learned, through him, to build thoroughly, lucidly and visionarily.
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About the project

The Anghel Saligny — Beyond the Bridge project is a cultural and educational
endeavor that aims to bring to the public a broader, clearer and more human
image of one of the most important figures of Romanian engineering. Far from
focusing exclusively on the famous Cernavoda bridge, the project explores a
network of works, ideas and technical solutions through which Anghel Saligny

contributed to the modernization of the national infrastructure.

Through archival research, historical documentation and contextual analysis, the
project brings to light constructions such as the silos and infrastructure of the
Port of Constanta, the power plant, the docks and warehouses, but also the less
visible processes behind them: the technical decisions, experiments,

adaptations and challenges of the era.

The research results are capitalized on through a series of formats accessible to
the general public: exhibitions, brochures, guided tours, physical and digital
models, visual materials and online content, all conceived as tools for
interpreting the technical and industrial heritage. The project does not only aim
to inform, but to create a bridge between past and present, between history and
the city of today.

In essence, Anghel Saligny - Beyond the Bridge is an invitation to view built
heritage not as a static setting, but as the result of applied intelligence, rigorous

thinking, and a vision that continues to influence the way we live, circulate, and

relate to urban space.







Beyond the bridge

For many, the name of Anghel Saligny is almost inseparable from the Cernavoda Bridge.
And this is natural: it was one of the most impressive engineering achievements of its
time in continental Europe. But reducing his entire work to a single monumental
objective means losing a much richer perspective on his real role in the modernization of
Romania.

Beyond the bridge means, in this project, a change of focus. We do not deny the
importance of the bridge, but we position it in the broader context of a coherent work,
which included port infrastructures, silos, factories, docks, railway lines and innovative
technical solutions. It is about seeing the man Saligny not only as the author of a
symbolic construction, but as the thinker of a complex development system, which
connected the Romanian territory to the European economic and technological
dynamics.

This section invites the reader to discover what lies "behind" and "around" the bridge:
the processes, experimentation, decisions and teamwork that made possible a profound
transformation of the urban and industrial landscape. Beyond the visible spectacle of
the large metallic structures lies an applied intelligence, an ethics of the profession and
a lucid vision of the future.

Through this change of perspective, the project invites a rediscovery of Saligny's
heritage, not as a simple monument, but as an expression of an era that built with
meaning, rigor and responsibility.




Who was Anghel Saligny -
more than an engineer?’

Anghel Saligny was not just a bridge builder or a specialist in metal structures. He
was an innovator, a visionary and a professional who deeply understood the
relationship between technology, society and development. Formed in a solid
academic context, connected to the European models of the time, Saligny brought to
Romania not only modern technical solutions, but also a new construction culture,
based on rigor, experimentation and responsibility.

He introduced the use of reinforced concrete on a large scale in Romania for the first
time and proposed constructive solutions considered revolutionary for his era. Each
of his projects started from a careful understanding of the terrain, functionality and
real needs, being conceived not as a simple one-off work, but as part of a larger
development system.

Beyond technical performance, Anghel Saligny was also a man of principles. He
promoted professionalism, discipline and respect for the profession, contributing to
the training of a generation of engineers and the consolidation of standards that have
long influenced the way construction is done in Romania. Through his work, he
shaped not only the built landscape, but also the mentality of an era in full
transformation.
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The era and context in
which it was built

Anghel Saligny worked in a period of profound change,
marked by Romania's accelerated modernization and the
desire to synchronize with the major European trends. At
the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century, infrastructure was becoming an essential tool for
economic development, trade, mobility and territorial
integration.

The construction of railways, modern ports, factories and
energy networks was not only a technical necessity, but
also a symbol of progress. In this context, Saligny was one
of the main actors of the transformation process, directly
contributing to the configuration of key cities and regions,
especially in Dobrogea and the port area of Constanta.

His work took place in a climate where science,
engineering and industrialization were seen as central
factors in the evolution of society. His projects reflect this
positive tension between tradition and modernity, between
the technical limits of the time and the ambition to
overcome them.

Understanding the historical context in which Anghel
Saligny worked helps us to view his constructions not just
as isolated objects, but as part of a broader process of
redefining urban and national identity.
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The Teledynamicist from
Targu Ocna

A lesser-known chapter, but essential for understanding Anghel Saligny's innovative dimension, is that
of the teledynamics installed in Targu Ocna. Here, he applied a modern salt transport system that
used mechanical force transmitted remotely to optimize the extraction and handling process.

This technical solution significantly reduced the physical effort of workers and increased the
efficiency of the industrial process, becoming a clear example of how Saligny thought of infrastructure
notonly as a structure, but as an integrated functional mechanism. The Teledynamic from Targu Ocna
illustrates his ability to adapt technology to local realities and to introduce advanced solutions in an
industrial context that was still at the beginning of its journey.
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Bridges - founding moment

The construction of the bridges by Anghel Saligny represents a turning point in the history of
Romanian engineering. The Cernavoda — Borcea — lezer bridge complex, inaugurated in 1895, was at
the time the longest bridge in continental Europe and one of the most impressive in the world, both in
terms of size and the technical solutions adopted.

This ensemble was not conceived as a simple crossing of the Danube, but as a strategic infrastructure
meant to connect Dobrogea to the rest of the country and to facilitate the movement of goods and
people to the Port of Constanta. Through this work, Saligny managed to transform a natural barrier
into a factor of connectivity and development, radically changing the economic dynamics of the
region.

Beyond the spectacularity of the construction, the bridges represented a demonstration of technical
courage and engineering vision. They validated Romania's capacity to carry out complex projects to
international standards and reinforced confidence in a clear direction of modernization. The
foundations, metal structures and innovative solutions used became benchmarks for future
generations of engineers.

The Cernavoda — Borcea — lezer complex was not just an engineering feat, but a declaration of
modernity and a cornerstone in the construction of modern Romania, marking the beginning of a new
stage of infrastructural and economic development.
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Constanta Port — innovation
laboratory

The Port of Constanta was one of the spaces where Anghel Saligny's vision was most clearly
manifested. Here, he contributed to the transformation of a port with limited infrastructure into a
modern hub of trade and maritime transport, adapted to the demands of a booming economy.

The work carried out under his coordination involved not only the construction of functional
structures, but also their integration into a coherent system, capable of supporting large volumes of
goods and complex trade flows. The port thus became a space for technical experimentation, but
also a model for long-term strategic planning.

Through the proposed solutions, Saligny demonstrated that port infrastructure can be thought of as a
technical ecosystem, in which each element — dock, silo, railway line, factory — contributes to the
efficiency of the entire ensemble.
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Silos, power plant,
infrastructure

The silos designed by Anghel Saligny in the Port of Constanta represented some of the most advanced
grain storage solutions of that time. They were designed not only for volume, but also for safety,
durability and operational efficiency, being adapted to a constantly growing trade flow and an economy
that was increasingly opening up to exports.

This system was completed by the port's power plant and an extensive technical infrastructure, which
ensured the coherent functioning of the entire complex. However, Saligny's role was not limited to
Constanta. His interventions also extended to other strategic commercial centers of Romania, such as
Braila and Galati, where he contributed to the development of port infrastructures, docks and spaces
for grain trade, consolidating the country's transport and export network.

In parallel with the strictly industrial elements, Saligny also participated in the organization of
administrative spaces associated with trade, such as the Old Stock Exchange/grain warehouse offices,
essential places for the coordination of transactions, the management of goods and the smooth
functioning of economic mechanisms. These spaces confirm that his vision was not just an engineering
one, but a systemic one, in which the technical and administrative infrastructure supported each other.

Through this integrated approach —which linked the ports of Constanta, Braila and Galati in a coherent
functional circuit — Saligny contributed decisively to transforming Romania into a relevant commercial
actor in the region. The infrastructure he designed became the basis of a modern economy and an
efficient organization of maritime and river trade.

These constructions demonstrate how his engineering transcended the boundaries of aesthetics or the
monumental, focusing on sustainable solutions, adapted to the economic and technical realities of the
time, in which efficiency and functional logic take precedence over visual spectacle.




Zilozuri, Port of Constanta

Power plant, Port of Constanta



Docks plan, Galati



Research fragments - behind
the scenes of documentation

Behind this brochure lies an extensive research process, which involved consulting archives,
analyzing historical documents, studying technical plans, correspondence and
bibliographical sources dedicated to Anghel Saligny's work. This approach was
complemented by field visits, direct observation of the buildings and dialogue with
specialists in the fields of history, architecture and heritage.

The research has brought to light not only technical data, but also lesser-known details
about the way Saligny conceived his projects: from the constant concern for the stability of
the terrain and the safety of the constructions, to the ingenious solutions through which he
adapted Western technology to local realities. The analyzed documents reveal a meticulous
professional, concerned with efficiency, but also with the long-term impact of his works.

Among the information revealed are details about the organization of grain flows in the ports
of Constanta, Braila and Galati, about the logic of the functioning of silos and about the role
of the Old Stock Exchange as a key instrument of modern trade. The research also captures
the direct connection between major infrastructure investments and Romania's economic
strategy at the end of the 19th century, highlighting how Saligny contributed to the country's
integration into a European trade circuit.

This booklet offers only an introductory look at the documented material, inviting the reader
to further explore the full research and its detailed results, where the story of Anghel
Saligny's work unfolds in all its complexity.
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Saligny's legacy today

Anghel Saligny's constructions continue to mark the urban and industrial landscape of
Romania, and his technical principles remain relevant today. Sustainability, functionality
and long-term thinking are values that can be read in each of his projects.

Saligny's legacy is not limited to physical structures, but also to the way we view
infrastructure as an essential part of sustainable development. He demonstrated that
technical progress can be built with responsibility, balance, and respect for the community.

Rediscovering his work offers us the opportunity to reflect on the relationship between
heritage, development and collective memory, but also on how our cities can evolve in
dialogue with their past.




The project as a contemporary

cultural approach

Anghel Saligny — Beyond the Bridge is not only a research project, but also a cultural
interpretation approach that brings technical heritage closer to the general public, proposing a
change of perspective on the way we relate to historical figures. Beyond the discovery of
Saligny's lesser-known works, the project invites us to overcome the tendency to reduce a man
to a single landmark, no matter how spectacular.

Through exhibitions, guided tours, physical and digital models, and educational materials, the
project creates bridges between history, community, and contemporary space, offering a
nuanced view of Anghel Saligny's professional career. He is presented not only as the author of
an emblematic construction, but as an engineer with a complex, coherent body of work deeply
connected to the economic and social transformations of his era.
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The initiative  proposes an
accessible approach, which
transforms technical information
into a friendly and relevant
learning experience, but also into a
critical thinking exercise: that of
understanding a person's work as
a whole, in the historical,
professional and human context
inwhich it was built.

Through this approach, the project
contributes to strengthening a
culture of respect for the built
space, but also to forming a more
responsible  relationship  with
memory, history and the values
that define the development of our
society.



Team and partners

The Anghel Saligny — Beyond the Bridge project is implemented by the Youth Vision for Society
Association, through an interdisciplinary team that brings together skills in the fields of research,
heritage, communication and visual creation.

Projectteam:
« Cristina Stingu — project manager
« Alexandra Barbu - project coordinator
« Andreea the Great-researcher
« Ivan River - historian & guide
« Bianca Serban-administrative officer
« luliana Uritu and Iliea Omer —media & communication
« Alina Verban-media & photography
« Mihnea Dumitru—website
« Adrian Micu - digital layouts

The project benefited from the support of institutions and partners who actively contributed to its
various components.

The Constanta Port Administration supported the project through partnership and by facilitating the
organization of guided visits to the port spaces. The CFR Museum and the Constanta Port Museum
provided essential documentary support, making relevant materials available for the research process.

The exhibition component organized at the Constanta Casino was carried out with the support of
Zeppelin Design, which provided the exhibition concept and design, along with the involvement of the
Constanta Casino, which provided the venue space, and the Constanta City Hall, which supported this
endeavor through institutional support granted to the partners involved.

The exhibition and event organized in Bucharest were hosted by the Order of Architects of Romania -
Bucharest Branch, which provided the space and support necessary for the exhibition component to
take place in the capital.




Anghel Saligny
Beyond the Bridge

https://dincolodepod.yvs.ro/
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of Romania, from the architecture stamp,
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